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     Bearwood College


Wokingham Berkshire RG41 5BG

Tel: 0118 974 8300  Fax No: 0118 977 3186

email:  headmaster@bearwoodcollege.co.uk
GENERAL INFORMATION

Bearwood College has its roots in the Royal Merchant Navy School, originally founded in London in 1827 and which moved to the mansion of Bearwood in 1921.  In 196l, the College became a boarding and day school for boys aged 11-18 but in September 1995 it reverted to full co-educational status.  At present, there are some 350 scholars in the senior school, and 120 children aged 0-7 in the Nursery, Pre-Prep and emergent Prep Departments.  Bearwood College is a member of AEGIS, ISC, BSA, AGBIS and ISBA, and the Headmaster is a member of SHMIS and ASCL. 
There are six senior Houses (Drake, Grenville, Blake, Nelson, Raleigh, Jellicoe); the last is for junior boys aged 11-12/13.  They offer good facilities to both day scholars and boarders.  Drake House has undergone refurbishment to provide girls' accommodation and all the boarding girls from age 11 are based there; likewise with Grenville House for the day girls.
Classroom teaching takes place from Monday to Friday, with the afternoon lessons and an extensive games and activities programme varying on each day of the week.  On Saturday mornings, we run sessions encompassing a range of activities and outdoor pursuits.  

On the academic side, the Ist to IIIrd Forms (Years 7-9) follow a course leading to Key Stage 3 examinations in English, Mathematics and Science.  A full range of other subjects is also taught.  In the IVth and Vth Forms (Years 10 and 11), scholars are prepared for GCSE examinations.  Everyone takes English, Mathematics and Core and Additional Science, leading to five GCSE grades, and another four subjects are chosen from a full set of Option Blocks.  This ensures that greater opportunity is given to all pupils to study the subjects they enjoy most and are best at.  Following GCSE, 'A' levels are offered in 23 subjects and some additional GCSE subjects are also offered in the Sixth Form. Virtually all of our candidates go on to University to study a range of subjects from Dentistry to Music.

A Study Support programme provides help for a limited percentage of scholars with dyslexia or other difficulties. In addition, there is a department teaching English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL).

Over and above the central programme of academics and games, the areas of prominent expertise include:  music and drama, the CCF programme, the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, outdoor pursuits and watermanship.

The College is well equipped and set in a large country estate which includes a 50 acre lake used for sailing and kayaking, two golf courses and a riding school.  The College follows the ethos of the Church of England, and the beautiful College Chapel is used for regular worship.  Bearwood Theatre is particularly impressive, and is the focus of our ‘performing arts’ tradition.  It seats 350 people in comfort, and has a computer-controlled lighting gallery.

The overall aim of Bearwood is to create a happy working community, encouraging and supporting each scholar to achieve his or her full potential in the classroom and outside it.

The College is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
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