


Board of Governors
Chairman Mrs E Langley
Governors M Bell

Mrs S R Cameron
C Dawnay
Mrs A C Griffin
J Walter
M Watts

Senior Management Team
Headmaster S G G Aiano, MA (Cantab) PGCE FRSA

Second Master R P Ryall, BA PGCE FRGS

Academic Deputy G D Penlington, BA Dip Teach

Bursar C H P Gillow, MA (Oxon)

Pastoral Staff
Chaplain S J King, BSc QTS MinstP MIEE FRAS

Boys’ Housemasters 
Blake House (Boarding) D Leese, BSc PGCE

Raleigh House (Day) R Knight, BPhEd Dip Teach

Nelson House (Day) J C Dance, BEd

Jellicoe House (Junior Day) S Quinn, BSc MSc

Girls’ Housemistresses 
Drake House (Boarding) Mrs W Gosling, BEng PGCE

Grenville House (Day) Mrs A Beecham, BSc PCEA

Matrons Mrs T Greenham
Mrs M Simmonds

Medical Staff
Medical Centre Nurse Mrs L Steele-Perkins, RN

Administrative Staff
Registrar Mrs D Birch
College Secretary Mrs L Wood
Headmaster’s Administrator Mrs G Shepherd
Bursar’s PA Mrs L Sellings
Receptionist Mrs C Bradley
Secretary Mrs D Hemsley
HR Assistant Mrs L Lawson-Hatch

Teaching Staff
Arts 
Head of English 
and Film Studies H B Browning, BA PGCE

English G D Penlington, BA Dip Teach

English Ms B A Truman, BA PGCE

English C Thomas, BA PGCE

English and Drama Mrs P Phillips, BA Dip RSA PGCE

Theatre Studies Miss N Madison, BA

Head of Art & Photography S Abery, BA PGCE

Art & Photography Ms N Balfour, BA PGCE

Director of Music C E Enston, BMus FRCO LRAM Dip RAM

Music R Frost, BA PGCE

Humanities & Languages
Head of Geography J R Talbot, BEd BA

Geography R P Ryall, BA PGCE FRGS

Geography D Leese, BSc PGCE

Head of History Mrs N Holsgrove-Jones, BA PGCE

History C R Kendall, BA PGDT

Head of Business Studies W Nash-Wortham, BA PGCE

Head of Modern Languages Miss J Jones, BSc PGCE

French and Spanish Mrs C Ransom, BA PGCE

Science & Technology
Head of Computing M Ayoubi, MSc PGCE

Computing G Swainston-Harrison, HDE EA

Head of Mathematics S W Nichol, BSc BEd

Mathematics D J Felstead, BSc GTP

Mathematics Mrs W Gosling, BEng PGCE

Mathematics R Knight, BPhEd Dip Teach

Head of Design 
& Technology C A Bell, Cert Ed

Design & Technology K J Lovell, Cert Ed

Head of Science Mrs S Nichol, BSc PGCE

Physics K N Buckler, BSc QTS

Physics S King, BSc QTS MinstP MIEE FRAS

Physics and Chemistry R M Curtis, BSc FETC Ad Dip Ed

Chemistry R Sellick, BSc Dip Teach QTS

Biology and 
Environmental Studies Mrs A Beecham, BSc PCEA

Biology D Leese, BSc PGCE

Psychology S Quinn, BSc MSc

Textiles Ms G Joyce, BA PGCE

Sports
Head of Girls’ Games Miss K Elsworth, BSc QTS

Head of PE and Boys’ Games J C Dance, BEd

Study Support / ESOL
Head of Study Support Mrs P Bell, BA Dip RSA

Study Support S Quinn, BSc MSc

Study Support Ms V Wreglesworth, BSc MSc

Head of ESOL Mrs J Michel, BSc Cert TESOL 

Ethos
At Bearwood College we expect your child to achieve his or her best.

Each pupil works to a core academic programme, which is
individually targeted.  This programme is permanently monitored. 
It provides a structured, supported and demanding academic
challenge appropriate to each pupil’s capacity.

It is underpinned by a universal system of pastoral care.  Tutors 
in both boarding and day houses look after an average of a dozen
pupils each.  The tutor monitors the welfare and guides the 
personal development of every tutee, keeping a close eye on
academic progress.

All pupils take part in a wide range of games and activities outside the
classroom.  They enjoy a breadth of experience as well as being
expected to discover specific areas in which to excel. In preparation
for young adulthood we cultivate an attitude of responsibility and
independence.

Personal Social and Health Education (PSHE) is taught throughout
the College and a specialised citizenship programme, known as
Preparation for Adult Life (PAL), is delivered at Key Stage 3 and 4.

Facilities
The Mansion House is the centre of the College around which all our
other buildings are located.  Historic rooms house modern facilities.

The Cook Library is situated in the former drawing room, one of 
the most beautiful rooms in the mansion. It has a collection of both
fiction and non-fiction books for loan and reference use.  The library
resource is further enhanced by networked personal computers with
up to date reference CDs, DVDs, and internet access.  Pupils are
encouraged to read daily quality broadsheet newspapers to keep
abreast of current affairs, politics and news.  This learning resource is
run by a full time librarian and supports all areas of the curriculum as
well as providing for recreational reading.

The need for modern technology is supported by two resource suites,
and all departments in the College have PCs.  The College has a fibre-
optic network, supporting WiFi, virtual desktops and CCTV.

The range of facilities for pupils at Bearwood College is extensive.  A
fully equipped photographic suite, several sports pitches, a
swimming pool, tennis courts, indoor climbing wall, weights-training
room, motor vehicle engineering workshop and rifle range are
immediately adjacent to the main building.

The Bearwood estate contains many additional features including: a
golf course, a fifty acre lake and a well equipped boat house with a
fleet of sailing dinghies, many kayaks and power boats, woodlands
with a professionally built obstacle course, a mountain bike course
and stables. All ensure that a pupil at Bearwood is always busy.
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Contact us
Diane Birch, Registrar
Bearwood College 
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Skype ID: registrar.bearwoodcollege
www.bearwoodcollege.co.uk
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A2 Option Blocks – September 2010

A B C D E
Business Studies Chemistry Environmental Studies Art Music
Biology Applied Business PE Physics Maths
Geography Theatre Studies English Photography Film Studies
ICT History Psychology Graphics

Resistant Materials
Textiles

GCSE Option Block for Fourth Form – September 2010

A B C D
Drama Drama Art Geography
French History Geography History
History PE Graphics Music
ICT Photography ICT Photography

Resistant Materials PE Spanish
ESOL Textiles

Senior School Further Information

Academic Structure
The academic curriculum is based on and exceeds the guidelines of
the National Curriculum.

Forms 1 to 3
In the years up to GCSE, we provide a programme which offers
choice, breadth of experience and opportunities to develop particular
academic skills.

Pupils in Forms One to Three (age 11 to 14) study the following
academic subjects: Art, Biology, Chemistry, Design & Technology, Drama,
English, French, Geography, History, ICT, Mathematics, Music, Preparation
for Adult Life (PAL), PE, Physics, Personal Social and Health Education
(PSHE), RE, Spanish (Form 3 only).

GCSEs
At GCSE, each pupil is continually monitored and assessed using
aspirational grades and current grades to set realistic targets for
improvement and to maximise individual potential.

Pupils in Forms Four and Five (age 14-16) follow a programme of study
for their GCSE examinations based on a core of compulsory subjects
together with usually four other optional subjects.  The option blocks
are reviewed every year and therefore subject to change. As an
example of the choices available the 2010/11 option blocks are below.

Core compulsory subjects: English Language, English Literature,
Mathematics, Core and Additional Science or Physics, Biology, Chemistry.

Optional subjects include: Art, Drama, English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL), French, Geography, Graphics, History, ICT, Music, PE,
Photography, Resistant Materials, Spanish, Textiles.

AS/A2s
Sixth formers are able to choose from a wide range of subjects, both
academic and vocationally based.  They receive specialist subject
attention in small teaching groups. 

Each pupil also receives an individual programme of enrichment to
further develop their practical, creative and enterprise skills.

The majority of pupils in the Sixth Form study four AS-Level subjects,
and continue with three subjects to A2-Level, chosen from among the
subjects listed below.  All pupils participate in a five-term enrichment
programme, offering certification in a wide range of skills and
activities. One enrichment option is undertaken in the Lower Sixth
and one in the Upper Sixth.

AS and A2 Level courses can include: Applied Business, Art, Biology,
Business Studies, Chemistry, Computing, Design Technology, Economics,
English Literature, Environmental Studies, Film Studies, French, Geography,
Graphics, History, Mathematics, Music, Music Technology, Photography,
Physics, Physical Education/Sports Studies, Psychology, Resistant Materials,
Spanish, Textiles, Theatre Studies.

Enrichment options can include: Art History, Combined Cadet Force
(CCF), Community Sports Leader Award (CSLA), Diploma in Critical Thinking,
Duke of Edinburgh Silver or Gold Award, European Computer Driving Licence
(ECDL), Film Making, Lifesaving, Music Lessons, Royal Yachting Association
(RYA) Day Skipper, Touch Typing, Vehicle Engineering, Young Enterprise.

Study Support
A specialist Study Support Centre is available for a limited number of
able pupils who have been identified as needing additional
educational support.  ESOL lessons are similarly available for
overseas pupils.  An additional charge is made for these services.

Pastoral
The following day/boarding arrangements are available:

• full boarding with continuous care and involvement for 
seven days a week

• weekly boarding with home visits at weekends once College 
commitments have been fulfilled

• flexible and occasional boarding for limited or irregular periods 
to help busy parents

• day attendance, which includes Saturday mornings

The House system
The House system is at the core of virtually all College life outside the
classroom.  This arrangement provides all pupils with a structure for
personalised pastoral care.  It is the base for academic monitoring.  It
ensures a comfortable social environment and a structure within
which games and many activities can thrive.  The House is the focus
of loyalty for the members.  It offers security and identity.

Parents’ first point of contact with the College on a day to day basis
is the pupil’s House parent.  This is the person who pulls together all
of the different threads and weaves a coherent picture from the many
strands of a pupil’s varied existence at Bearwood College.

House parents are helped by their own team of House Tutors.  The
Tutor, who is an academic member of staff, assists in the general
running of the House but is also in specific charge of a small group of
tutees.  Tutees meet with their own Tutors at least once a week.  This
may be for a personal chat about their progress or a group tutorial.

The House team is responsible for both encouraging and motivating
those in their House to achieve their potential.  All the Houses are
supported by a skilled and dedicated group of ancillary staff the
most important of whom are the Chaplain, the Medical Staff and the
Matrons.

The Matrons are mainly responsible for the domestic arrangements of
boarding pupils but are also an important informal adult presence
who may seem less official to those in need of a sympathetic ear.

Medical care department
The medical department provides a professional and caring
environment for pupils to seek advice and medical and nursing care.
Qualified nursing staff are on call, with a comprehensive emergency
procedure in the case of more serious problems.  The medical centre
is fully equipped.

A morning and evening surgery offers a routine medical service where
girls and boys can consult with the nurse with appropriate follow up
care.  The College Medical Officer is available for consultation by
boarders during the week.

Religious ethos and chaplaincy
Bearwood College is a Church of England foundation, which also
welcomes and respects those of other faiths.  The Bishop of Reading
is the Bearwood College Visitor.

Weekday assemblies play an important part in the religious life of the
College with full participation by pupils and staff.  There is a
fortnightly service of Evening Prayer and a termly Eucharist for all
pupils and staff, to which parents are invited.

Encouragement is given to pupils to attend confirmation classes in
order that they may understand the Christian faith and become full
communicant members of their home churches.

Bearwood College boasts a beautiful chapel with fine acoustic and a
magnificent organ, but more important than the buildings is the
Christian ethos which spreads throughout the whole College.

Boarding arrangements
Boarding pupils start the day with breakfast at 8.00am and join the
daily school timetable at 8.40am for Chapel or House Meetings. After
school finishes at 5.20pm, they are free until supper at 6.00pm
followed by House checkoff at 6.45pm. Prep (Homework) sessions
are supervised between 7.00pm and 9.00pm and free time follows
until bed time. 

The Junior boarders in Drake House (girls) and Blake House (boys)
have slightly different times to accommodate the earlier bedtimes of
the younger scholars. The bedtime varies according to age, up to a
limit of 11.00pm. 

The Boarding Houses have Common Room areas with television,
access to the internet, newspapers and games facilities such as table
football and table tennis. There are also kitchenette areas where
simple meals and drinks can be prepared. Boarding Houses are
supervised by the boarding tutors outside timetabled hours. This
supervision includes the provision of an evening activity such as
football, swimming, climbing, a trip to the supermarket etc. A diverse
weekend programme ranges from visits to cinemas and local
shopping centres through to adventure weekends, paint-balling etc.

Boarders may leave at weekends once all College obligations are
over.  Some weekends are designated exeats and all pupils must
leave the school site.  College is not open during exeats, half term and
the main holidays.

All boarding pupils are required to nominate a UK-based family
member or guardian who is able to provide accommodation on exeat
weekends (and if necessary at short notice in an emergency), attend
parents’ meetings and organise travel at either end of term.

Daily arrangements
A day pupil starts the day at 8.25 a.m. with registration.  They are able
to use the House common rooms during break and lunch time and are
able to store their books and personal possessions.  After school,
which finishes at 5.20 pm, it is possible to stay for prep from 5.30 p.m.
to 6.30 p.m supervised by a tutor.  Day pupils are expected to attend
school on Saturday mornings.

Buses
There are four buses which transport day pupils to and from the
Ascot, Camberley, Fleet and Maidenhead areas each day.  The routes,
organised by parents in negotiation with the bus companies, are
currently:

Ascot – Bracknell – Binfield – Bearwood

Camberley – Sandhurst – Crowthorne – Finchampstead – Bearwood

Fleet – Elvetham Heath – Hounds Green – Hartley Wintney –
Shinfield – Bearwood

Maidenhead – Holyport – A4 – Twyford – Hurst – Bearwood

Please contact the Bursar’s PA for further details on the bus timetable.

AS Option Blocks – September 2010

A B C D E
Economics Biology ICT Art Biology
History Business Studies Mathematics Business Studies French
PE Film Studies Photography Chemistry Geography

Graphics Psychology English Literature Music
Spanish Environmental Studies Physics

Textiles Theatre Studies

3 4

GCSE Option Block for Fifth Form – September 2010

A B C D
Drama Art Drama Graphics
French French Geography History
Geography History ICT Music
Photography ICT PE PE
Resistant Materials Spanish ESOL Photography

Textiles
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Fees
The fees are correct at time of printing. Please contact the school for
further information on current charges.

Registration fee
£100 payable at time of application.

Acceptance deposit
£500 payable on reservation of a place, refundable at the end of the
pupil’s final term.  

Overseas deposit
One term’s fees (at the prevalent rate at the time of confirmation) will
be added to the first term’s fees for overseas pupils.  This amount will
be repaid by means of a credit against fees for the final term.  

A Clothing Deposit of £650 will be charged to cover the issue of
uniform from the College Shop prior to the start of term.  The balance
will be charged to or credited on the second term’s invoice. 

School fees
All fees are per term unless otherwise specified.  The fees quoted
below are for the academic year 2010/11.  At present, fees are
reviewed by the Governors annually and any change is made from the
beginning of the Autumn term.

Termly fees
Forms I - II residential £7,809

day £4,453
Forms III - VI residential £9,001

day £5,246

Occasional boarding
The College recognises that occasional or periodic boarding may be
attractive to some parents and is happy to accommodate this.
Arrangements should be made through the pupil’s Houseparent. The
additional charge is currently £35 per night for a maximum of ten
nights per term.

Insurances
The following insurance schemes, operated by HSBC Gibbs are
offered on an optional basis:

Private medical cover (BUPA) £60.00*
Personal accident insurance £3.70*
Personal effects insurance £10.00*
School fees protection insurance 0.6% of fees

*Premiums correct at date of publication.

Music
Individual tuition is charged at £23 for a 40 minute lesson per
instrument and £17.25 for a 30 minute lesson per instrument. Tuition
is subject to a term’s notice and fees are payable termly in arrears.

Speech and drama
Individual lessons are £156 per term and group lessons are £100 per
10 week term.  Lessons are 40 minutes in duration.

Riding
Individual riding lessons are available at a cost of £115 per term.
(correct at the time of going to print).

Judo and Golf
Judo and Golf are available as an activity for one session per week.
Judo is £50 per term and Golf is £40 per term. Additional individual
golf tuition costs £15 per half an hour.

Design technology and photography
A contribution towards the cost of materials for project and
photography work may be charged where appropriate.

Duke of Edinburgh
No charge is made for the Bronze Award. Expenses are charged for
the optional Silver and Gold Awards.

Combined Cadet Force
The only charges made are for participation in voluntary off-site
camps and equipment. From the Fifth and Sixth Form there is a termly
subscription charge.

Buses
Ascot Bus £480 per term
Camberley Bus £480 per term
Fleet Bus £480 per term
Maidenhead Bus £480 per term

Study support and ESOL
ESOL £17.00 per lesson
Study Support £33.00 per individual lesson

£25.00 per group lesson

Scholarships and bursaries
The College has a number of scholarships available.  The College aims
to improve accessibility by providing bursaries which are means-
tested.  Members of HM Forces and the Merchant Navy are eligible for
a discount and details of all these schemes are available on request.

Methods of payment
Payment is due on or before the first day of term and may be made by
cheque, giro or by direct bank transfer.  Alternatively, payment may be
made, via Holmwoods Termtime Credit, by monthly direct debits.
Further details are available from the Bursary.

The above charges are subject to change.

Admissions procedures
Entry to the College is normally at the age of 11 or 13 years, or as a
Sixth Form entrant.  We are of course aware that factors beyond
parents’ control sometimes dictate that their son or daughter would
wish to join us at other ages.

The procedure for entry includes an interview with the Headmaster.
All pupils will sit an academic assessment prepared by Bearwood,
which determines which set they will be placed into upon joining the
College.  For Third Form entry, pupils would also normally sit the
Common Entrance examinations at their current Prep School.  

Sixth Form pupils generally need a minimum of 5 GCSE subjects
including Mathematics and English.

Senior School Further Information

Sport and Activities 
Sports
Everyone takes part in physical activities during the week.  Sports and
games give the pupils physical fitness, personal and team skills and
recreation.  They offer many opportunities to find a sense of
achievement.  On-site sports and activities on the extensive array of
playing fields and facilities include:

Rugby Soccer
Hockey Netball
Athletics Cricket
Cross country Golf
Basketball Sailing
Orienteering Swimming
Tennis Equestrian sports
Badminton Aerobics
Cycling Fitness training
Kayaking Indoor climbing
Rounders Weight training
Water polo Judo
Mountain biking

Extra-curricular activities
There is a wide range of non sporting activities, approximately fifty
per term including Chess, clay pigeon shooting, hovercrafting,
silversmithing, frisbee, photoshop and many others. Pupils can
choose their activities each term.

Outdoor pursuits are encouraged at Bearwood.  The pursuit of
academic excellence is balanced by active encouragement of the
pupils’ extra-curricular involvement.  The extensive grounds and lake
are used for sailing, kayaking, mountain biking, camping, cross
country and many other activities.  Few schools can boast such a
varied estate as that found at Bearwood College.

Expeditions to places such as France, Morocco, Borneo and Italy have
been organised recently as skiing or World Challenge Trips. Brazil has
been the most recent World Challenge Trip in 2010. The latest sports
tours to Barbados were very successful and the next planned tour will
be to Grenada.

Many of the pupils take part in other supervised activities away from
College at weekends during term time and in the holidays.  Weekend
events have included water-skiing, hiking, cinema trips, paintball,
lazerquest, outlet shopping and bowling.  

Pupils in our first and second years are encouraged to develop a taste
for adventure.  The annual Junior Adventure Week to the South Wales
coast at the start of each summer holiday is firmly established.

Combined Cadet Force
All pupils in the Third and Fourth Forms join the Combined Cadet
Force (CCF).

Cadets learn self-reliance and teamwork, and develop their own
leadership skills.  The CCF also provides an unrivalled opportunity to
experience outdoor pursuits.  Two camps are held during holiday
periods each year.  The annual adventure training expedition provides
boys and girls with the opportunity to experience environments that
test and challenge their character whilst under the supervision of
highly qualified staff.  There are both Army and Navy Sections.

Many cadets choose to continue their service in the Cadet Force
during their fifth and sixth form years.  At this time they take on 
the extra responsibilities of being senior cadets.  The experience
they gain from taking an active role in teaching and helping the
younger cadets provides a valuable insight into the qualities required
from leaders.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme
All pupils in the Fourth Form start the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award at
bronze level.  This is organised partly in conjunction with the Cadet
Force who help with the training for the Bronze expedition section.
Senior pupils in the College are encouraged to continue with both
silver and gold awards.  The scheme provides pupils with an ideal
opportunity to develop their own skills, fitness and commitment to
others whilst fostering self confidence and personal esteem.

Music
Music is part of the life of every pupil, non-specialist and specialist
alike.  Everyone participates in musical events including the House
Singing Competition and the Choral Society.  There are regular
informal and formal concerts given by instrumentalists and singers.
All pupils are encouraged to take up instrumental and vocal lessons
with our team of professional peripatetic musicians.  A number of
ensembles can be joined: the Chapel Choir, the Jazz Band, the Wind
Band, the Dance Band and the Junior Ensemble.  Regular visits to
concerts and other musical outings take place.

Drama
Our theatre represents the very best that is available for the
pursuance of music and dramatic arts.  A busy programme of
concerts, recitals and plays ensure that this 350 seat auditorium is
continually in use.  All pupils are expected to make a contribution to
these productions, whether performers or as theatre technicians,
lighting and sound engineers, stage crew and scenery builders.  All
have their part to play in the many productions.

In recent years these have included: Twelfth Night; Macbeth;
Confusions; Kes; The Wizard of Oz; The Little Shop of Horrors; The
Happiest Days of Your Life; The Lion in Winter; Les Miserables; Julius
Caesar; The Wind in the Willows; Treasure Island; Midsummer Nights
Dream.

Specialist tuition leading to LAMDA Speech and Drama grades and
awards is available.  These help to develop confidence and
competence in acting, public speaking and general communication
and are accredited with UCAS points.

Young Enterprise
Achievers in the Fifth and Sixth Forms have won Area and County
Finals by forming a company and manufacturing, marketing and
selling a product or service.

CSLA (Community Sport Leader Award)
As part of the Sixth Form enrichment programme, pupils develop the
ability to lead groups of pupils at Bearwood and other schools in
sporting activities.

65
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Senior School Further Information

The route from the motorway
At junction 10 on the M4, follow the signs for ‘Reading East’.

After 3/4 mile at the sign for ‘Winnersh, Earley, Lower Earley (A329)’
take the first exit left.

After 1/3 mile, turn right at the roundabout, following signs to
‘Winnersh, Earley, Lower Earley (A329)’.

Keep in the left hand lane and bear left in 200 yards.

Go straight ahead over a double set of traffic lights (you are
crossing over the A329 here), signposted for Winnersh, Earley,
Lower Earley B3270.

.
After 1/2 mile turn left at the first roundabout, following the sign for
‘Sindlesham Mill’.

Go past the Best Western Moat House over three narrow bridges
and under the motorway.

After 1/4 mile, go straight over the roundabout, following the sign for
‘Barkham’.

After 300 yards, just before the junction, the entrance to Bearwood
College is on the right.

Best Western
Moat House
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